Timeline of Augustus’ Rise to Power

January 10th, 49 BCE: Caesar crosses the Rubicon
March: Pompey escapes Caesar’s attempted blockade at Brundisium and flees to Greece

December: Caesar returns to Rome, assumes dictatorship, is elected consul
August 9th, 48 BCE: Caesar defeats Pompey at the Battle of Pharsalus

September 28th: Pompey is assassinated upon his arrival in Egypt
August 2nd, 47 BCE: Battle of Zela against Pharnaces (veni, vidi, vici)

April 6th, 46 BCE: Battle of Thapsus against Republican forces (including Cato)
March 17th, 45 BCE: Battle of Munda (last remnants of the Republicans: Pompey’s oldest son, for one)

February 15th, 44 BCE: Caesar is declared dictator perpetuus
March 15th: Caesar is assassinated

March 20th: Caesar’s funeral, Marc Antony’s speech, riot and pyre

April: Octavian returns to Rome from Apollonia

April 21st, 43 BCE: Battle of Mutina (Antony fights Rome’s consuls, Pansa and Hirtius; Octavian helps them defeat Antony)
November 26th: Second Triumvirate is created by the passing of the Lex Titia

December 7th: Cicero is assassinated

October 3rd-23rd, 42 BCE: Battle of Philippi (Antony and Octavian defeat Brutus and Cassius)

41-40 BCE: Antony establishes and cultivates a relationship with Cleopatra

September, 40 BCE: Treaty of Brundisium (Octavian gets West, Antony gets East, Lepidus gets Hispania and Africa)

January 17th, 38 BCE: Augustus marries Livia

37 BCE: Vergil publishes his Eclogues
Treaty of Tarentum (renewing the triumvirate for five more years)

September 3rd, 36 BCE: Octavian defeats Sextus Pompeius at Naulochus

Lepidus relieved of all power except as Pontifex Maximus
35 BCE: Vergil begins writing his Georgics
34 BCE: Antony issues currency with Cleopatra and Egyptian elements on it, holds a military triumph over Armenia in Egypt, and announces the Donations of Alexandria.

December, 33 BCE: triumvirate expires

May-June, 32 BCE: Antony’s divorces Octavia, 

Octavian reads his will to senate

September 2nd, 31 BCE: Battle of Actium

August 1st, 30 BCE: Antony commits suicide in Egypt

August 2nd (?): Cleopatra commits suicide

August, 29 BCE: Octavian’s triple triumph (Egypt, Actium, and Dalmatia)
Vergil publishes the Georgics, and begins writing the Aeneid (the poet dies in 19 BCE before finishing his epic)
October 9th, 28 BCE: Temple of Apollo is dedicated, Mausoleum of Augustus begun

January 13th, 27 BCE: Octavian hailed by the Senate as “Augustus” and “princeps”
