Dear Parent,

Starting late next week, my Latin I classes will be watching Gladiator.  This movie provides an incredibly beneficial look at the cultural topics of Stage 8 in our textbook series, the Cambridge Latin Course.  I strongly encourage you to allow your son or daughter to view this movie with us.  Students who do not obtain their parents’ permission will spend this class time in another teacher’s room and work on different, but relevant, material.  The movie is rated R for some adult language and also for violence.  This violence takes place on the battlefield or in the gladiatorial arena and it reflects the morbidity of a gladiator’s life in the Middle Empire, as well as the cultural mores of the Romans themselves.  
Topics addressed by this unit: post-Augustan military, early imperial dynasties, gladiatorial combat (origins, use as propaganda, and variants), Roman political philosophy, Stoic philosophy, Roman religious thought, general Roman culture in the time of the Antonines.

If you have any concerns about Gladiator, please feel free to email me (patrick_yaggy@gwinnett.k12.ga.us) so that I can address them.

Sincerely,

Patrick Yaggy
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