GWINNETT COUNTY CERTAMEN CHAMPIONSHIP FALL 2007

NOVICE MYTHOLOGY
Toss up 1. Welcome to GCCC Grayson.  October is a month of monsters, ghosts, and zombies.  The Greeks held complex attitudes toward death and the dead, and many stories reflect them.  A recurring theme in Greek myth is the descent into and return from the world of the dead.  Which brother of Zeus and Poseidon received the underworld as his lot when rule over the universe was divided? 

  





Answer: Hades 
Bonus A: As his 12th labor Hercules was ordered to descend into the underworld.  Hercules, protected by his lion’s skin and breastplate, seized this three headed hound by its throat.  Who was the guardian to the entrance of the underworld?  







Answer: Cerberus

Bonus B: At the entrance of the underworld hovers a crowd of spirits.  If the dead have the fare, they are soon taken aboard the boat of what grim ferryman?






Answer: Charon

Toss up 2. Hades, the god of the underworld stole Demeter’s daughter to be his bride.  Demeter mourned the loss of her daughter and made the earth barren.  Zeus sent Hermes to return Persephone but Persephone had already consumed what fruit which required Persephone to return to the underworld for four month each year?  







Answer: pomegranate 

Bonus A: Students often consume an extraordinary amount of sugar and candy in late October.  What is the sweet, life-giving drink of the gods? 







Answer: Nectar

Bonus B: What is the mythical food of the gods?



Answer: Ambrosia

Toss up 3. There are many monsters and creatures in the mythology. These creatures were children of Gaea and Uranus and gigantic monsters who were the metal smiths of the gods.  Who are these creatures more commonly known for their single eye in the center of their forehead?







Answer: Cyclops
Bonus A: This son of Poseidon imprisoned Odysseus in a cave until Odysseus ran a stake into his eye.




Answer: Polyphemus
Bonus B: For how many years did Odysseus wander before reaching his home?






Answer: 10 years

Toss up 4. The monster Medusa was killed by Perseus.  Perseus then delivered Medusa’s head to what goddess who wore it on her breastplate or shield?






Answer: Athena or Minerva

Bonus A:  When Perseus approached the Gorgons lair why did he use his polished bronze shield as a mirror?


Answer: Medusa had the ability
to petrify those who looked directly at them.
Bonus B: What child of Medusa sprang from her severed head?







Answer: Pegasus

Toss up 5. Beautiful Pysche believed that she loved a monster until she looked upon him while he was sleeping.  Who is this son of Venus?

Answer: Cupid
Bonus A: What is the Greek name of Venus?  Answer: Aphrodite

Bonus B:  What does the name Psyche mean?  Answer: Soul
ΤΗΕ SCORE AFTER 5 TOSS UP QUESTIONS IS…
Toss up 6. According to Greek and Roman concepts of the Underworld, sinners went to Tartarus while exceptionally good people went to what area? 

Answer: Elysium/ Elysian fields 

Bonus A:  What ancient sinner was punished in the Underworld by forever rolling a stone?





Answer: Sisyphus
Bonus B: What ancient sinner was punished in the Underworld by never quenching his thirst?



Answer: Tantalus

Toss up 7. Who caused the Sphinx to destroy herself by correctly answering the riddle she posed to passers-by? 


Answer: Oedipus


Bonus A : And what was that riddle? 

Answer: What creature walks on 4 legs in the morning, 2 at noon, and 3 in the evening.
Bonus B: What was the answer to the riddle? Answer: man

Toss up 8. Who was the witch daughter of King Aeetes, skilled in magical arts, who helped Jason in his quest? 

Answer: Medea

Bonus A: What were Jason and the Argonauts searching for? 

Answer: The golden fleece

Bonus B: Medea was a wicked sister. What did she do to her little brother to escape from her pursuing father? 





Answer: Cut him up and dropped the pieces into the sea.

Toss up 9. What outstanding musician followed his wife to the Underworld and successfully pled for her to be allowed to accompany him back to the world of the living? 







Answer: Orpheus


Bonus A: What was Orpheus’s wife’s name? Answer: Eurydice

Bonus B Why did she never actually made it out of the Underworld? 

Answer: Orpheus looked back.
Toss up 10.  What lovely weaver maiden boasted superb skills which caused Minerva to change her into a spider?







Answer: Arachne

Bonus A: The goddess Aurora loved the mortal Tithonus.  Although Aurora granted Tithonus immortality, she had to change him into what creature to keep old age from destroying him.

Answer: grasshopper/ cricket
Bonus B: What king of Phrygia received donkey ears as punishment for
misjudging a musical contest between the gods Pan and Apollo? 
Answer: Midas
ΤΗΕ SCORE AFTER 10 TOSS UP QUESTIONS IS…
Toss up 11. What mythological beasts had the faces of maidens but the bodies of vultures who appeared from nowhere to carry away the living? 








Answer: Harpies

Bonus A: What 3 sisters had women’s bodies to which wings were attached and snakes instead of hair?






Answer: Gorgons

Bonus B: What bizarre creature was a lion with a snake’s tail and a goat’s head growing from its back?






Answer: Chimera
Toss up 12. This god’s name means “the invisible,” appropriate as the embodiment of the unseen dead, hidden beneath the ground but present on earth as wandering and treacherous ghosts.  He is often called the “enricher,” from the agricultural riches that sprang from the earth and from the precious metals that come from mines.  What was the Roman name for Hades?






Answer: Pluto

Bonus A: What god was the guide of the dead leading souls to their last home?







Answer: Mercury/Hermes

Bonus B: Who was the goddess of the dark moon and associated with dark deeds?







Answer: Hecate

Toss up 13. Hercules’s second labor was to destroy this enormous serpent with many heads.




Answer: Hydra

Bonus A: How did Hercules succeed in killing the Hydra?

Answer: He cauterized the stump of the severed heads.
Bonus B: Why was Hercules’s 8th labor, the horses of Diomedes, considered to be no ordinary animals?







Answer: They dined on human flesh.

Toss up 14. What monster was born on the island of Minos and was half bull, half man.  




Answer: Minotaur

Bonus A: Where was the Minotaur confined? Answer: Labyrinth

Bonus B: What famous architect and inventor constructed the Labyrinth? 







Answer: Daedalus

THE SCORE GOING INTO THE FINAL QUESTION OF THE MATCH IS-
Toss up 15. What creature was an excellent watchman because he had 100 eyes and could sleep with some eyes remaining open. 







Answer: Argus

Bonus A: What goddess placed the maiden Io under the watchful eyes of Argus?







Answer: Hera/ Juno

Bonus B: After Hermes killed Argus, what did Hera do with all the eyes?

Answer: placed them in the tail of the  peacock
THE FINAL SCORE OF THE NOVICE LEVEL MYTH ROUND IS-
