GWINNETT COUNTY CERTAMEN CHAMPIONSHIP FALL 2007

LOWER MYTHOLOGY
Toss up 1. Welcome to GCCC Grayson.  October is a month of monsters, ghosts, and zombies.  “King of those below” and “Zeus of the departed” were all circumlocutions used by the Greeks to refer to the son of Cronus and Rhea and the brother of Zeus.  Who was this deity who reigned as the Greek god of the underworld?




Answer: Hades
Bonus A: By what name did the Romans know Hades? 







Answer: Pluto, Dis, Orcus

Bonus B: What daughter of Demeter did Hades take to the underworld to be his queen?







Answer: Persephone
Toss up 2.  quis est deus vini?

Answer: Bacchus or Liber or Dionysus

Bonus A: quis erat mater eius, quae flammis consumpta erat?







Answer: Semele

Bonus B: quis erat pater Bacchi?

Answer: Jupiter or Zeus

Toss up 3. In as much as we love the movie “Clash of the Titans,” parts of the movie are incorrect.  According to Greek legend, who really tamed Pegasus?






Answer: Bellerophon

Bonus A: According to legend, who was Pegasus’ mother?







Answer: Medusa

Bonus B: Who was Pegasus’ father?
Answer: Poseidon/ Neptune
Toss up 4. During what event did Discord throw the infamous golden apple that precipitated the Trojan War?






Answer: wedding of Peleus and Thetis

Bonus A: What was inscribed on the apple?







Answer: “For the fairest”

Bonus B: What prompted Discord to cause trouble at the wedding?







Answer: she was the only god not invited
Toss up 5. What minstrel unsuccessfully tried to retrieve his wife from the Underworld?




Answer: Orpheus
Bonus A: How did Eurydice die?

Answer: From snakebite

Bonus B: Why was Orpheus unsuccessful in his attempt?







Answer:  He looked back to soon
THE SCORE AFTER 5 TOSS UP QUESTIONS IS…
Toss up 6. What god carried the caduceus—a wand entwined with snakes and sometimes furnished with small wings near the tip?






Answer: Hermes/ Mercury

Bonus A: The followers of what god carried a staff called the thyrsus?  It was twined with ivy or grapevine?

Answer: Dionysus/ Mercury

Bonus B: What was found atop the thyrsus?







Answer: a pine cone

Toss up 7. Who caused the Sphinx to destroy herself by correctly answering the riddle she posed to passers-by? 


Answer: Oedipus


Bonus A : What was that riddle? 

Answer: What creature walks on 4 legs in the morning, 2 at noon, and 3 in the evening.
Bonus B: What was the answer to the riddle? Answer: man

Toss up 8. What great hunter, a companion of Artemis, became a constellation that bears his name?


Answer: Orion
Bonus A: With what affliction was Orion struck as a result of assaulting Merope?







Answer: blindness

Bonus B: What king blinded him?

Answer: Oenopion
Toss up 9. If it’s scandals you want look no further than your nearest mythology book. What two deities were caught in an "inappropriate" act by a fine gold mesh?                      





Answer:Mars and Venus (Ares and Aphrodite
Bonus A: Who exposed the two lovers?    Answer: Vulcan
Bonus B: Who was Venus’ husband?
Answer: Vulcan 
Toss up 10.  What lovely weaver maiden boasted superb skills which caused Minerva to change her into a spider?







Answer: Arachne

Bonus A: The goddess Aurora loved the mortal Tithonus.  Although Aurora granted Tithonus immortality, she had to change him into what creature to keep old age from destroying him.

Answer: grasshopper/ cricket
Bonus B: What king of Phrygia received donkey ears as punishment for
misjudging a musical contest between the gods Pan and Apollo? 
Answer: Midas
THE SCORE AFTER 10 TOSS UP QUESTIONS IS…
Toss up 11. Theseus became preoccupied with a girl named Ariadne and thus forgot to change his sails upon returning home. When his father saw his ship, he jumped into the sea and died. What was the father's name and what body of what is named after him?                  

Answer: Aegeus, Aegean Sea
Bonus A. Who was the sister of Phrixus who slipped off the golden ram and what

body of water took her name?                    Answer: Helle, Hellespont
Bonus B: Who was the son of Daedalus who flew too close to the son and died in what body of water?



Answer: Icarus. Icarian Sea
Toss up 12. What deity assumed control of heaven after forcing his father to

    regurgitate his swallowed siblings?        Answer:  Zeus, Jupiter
Bonus A: To what woman did Zeus appear in the form of a white bull and later 

    carry off to the Island of Crete?               Answer: Europa
Bonus B: To what woman did Zeus appear as a golden shower and later she gave birth to Perseus.



Answer: Danae

Toss up 13. What king was the oldest of the Greek leaders at Troy?






Answer: Nestor

Bonus A: What was Nestor’s kingdom?  
Answer: Pylos

Bonus B: Who visited Nestor after the war seeking news of his father? 







Answer: Telemachus

Toss up 14. The Greek gods were born in many interesting ways. One came rising out of sea foam, but which deity was born from the thigh of Zeus?

                                                                    
Answer: Dionysus
Bonus A. Which cousin of Dionysus did the god cause to be torn apart by his own

    mother?                 



Answer: Pentheus
Bonus B: Which goddess was born from the head of Zeus?







Answer: Athena
THE SCORE HEADING INTO THE FINAL QUESTION IS..
Toss up 15. What Greek hero killed Hector?                              

Answer: Achilles
Bonus A: Where was Achilles vulnerable?

             




Answer: His heel 
Bonus B. Who was Achilles mother?                 
   Answer: Thetis
THE FINAL SCORE OF THE LOWER LEVEL MYTH ROUND IS-
