Augustus: The Life of Rome’s First Emperor
Chapter One

1. Explain why Octavian’s birthplace and family status did not anticipate his rise to Roman greatness.

2. Explain what advantages his background and upbringing did offer him in this respect.

Chapter Two

3. Explain the consequences of Rome’s growth after the Punic Wars.

4. Explain Caesar’s political stance as a populares: what does this term mean?  What other leading Romans were populares?  What alliances did Caesar form?

Chapter Nine

5. Explain how Vergil’s background and experiences throughout the civil wars shaped his poetry.

Chapter Ten

6. Explain the relationship between Maecenas and Octavian, and Maecenas and Horace and Vergil.

7. What does the Battle of Naulochus tell you about Octavian as a military commander?

Chapter Thirteen

8. How did Octavian’s domestic space (house, etc.) and building program reflect the ideals he wanted to communicate to the populace (i.e. his propaganda)? **some necessary information for this response is located in chapter sixteen**

9. How did Agrippa’s aedileship augment Octavian’s role as leader of Rome?

Chapters Thirteen and Fourteen

10. Explain the final causes which led to the unavoidable battle, or “Showdown,” between Antony and Octavian.  Make mention of both Antony’s and Octavian’s behavior, in terms of the role each played as antagonist.

Chapter Sixteen

11. Describe in detail the two halves “of what needed to be done if the victorious regime was to establish itself” (p. 200).
12. Explain how the Senate (but really Augustus) consolidates his power in Rome to “Restore the Republic”.
Chapter Seventeen

13. Who was Marcellus and how did Augustus mark him out for distinction?  What was his eventual fate?

14. To whom did Augustus almost give his empire when he was near death in 23 BCE?  Why was this a shock?  Why then, did he decide upon this man?

15. How does the senate (but really Augustus) redefine Augustus’ role as princeps after his near-death experience?

Chapter Nineteen

16. Describe Livy in terms of what he wrote, why he wrote it, and his view towards Augustus.

17. Describe Augustus’ & Vergil’s relationship.  How did Vergil express his “Republicanism” and why did Augustus tolerate it?

18. How does Vergil rewrite Rome’s history/destiny in the Aeneid?

19. What place do the Ludi Saeculares have in Augustan propaganda?  Describe in detail what these reinvented Secular Games communicated about Rome under Augustus.
Chapter Twenty-Two (pp. 284-291)

20. Why is Ovid not considered among Augustus’ inner-circle of poets?

21. How did Augustus’ daughter Julia behave scandalously?

Chapter Twenty-Four

22. What was the status of the Roman Empire near the time of Augustus’ death and what part did Tiberius play?

23. What steps did Augustus take to prepare for his imminent death (both political and public)?
